
Welcome to one of the most incredible years your child will have in 
his/her school career! First grade is an exciting time as children embark 
upon new adventures in learning. This is a year of important transitions, 

as well as one of gaining of new skills is accelerated. First graders 
develop fundamental work habits, appropriate social behavior, 

problem solving, decision making and of course academic skills. I 
hope to make your child's first grade experience a fun and exciting 

one, as well as to instill a love of learning that will last throughout your 
child's years of schooling.

On the back of this note contains information to help acquaint you 
with many of our classroom procedures.

The schedule for PE, Art, Music and Health for your child this year will be 
on an ABCDE schedule. Your child will be participating in PE on every 

“B” and “C” schedule day.   On these days please make sure they 
wear the appropriate clothing for PE.

A: Music B: P.E.   C: P.E.   D: Health E: Art & Library

Curriculum Night – Wednesday, September 6th, 2017 
K-2: 6-:6:30pm & 3-5: 6:45-7:15

I am very excited about this upcoming year.  If 
there are ever any questions or concerns, please do 

not hesitate to contact me at ktrenhai@psd202.org or 
815-439-4560

Miss Miss Miss Miss TrenhaileTrenhaileTrenhaileTrenhaile

Ms. Trenhaile’s



So much happens in First Grade and because of this parents as well as children may have 

some apprehensions. It is extremely important to keep in mind that we all build on small 

successes. Each child will progress at his/her own rate, acquiring skills as he/she is 

developmentally ready. Maintaining each child's self-esteem and building a secure 

foundation for future growth will always remain priority in our first grade. Here are some ways 

you can help:

*Celebrate your child's success, no matter how small it may seem. This will keep your child 

enthusiastic about learning and proud of their work!

*Read to and with your child every day. The more your child is exposed to language, the 

easier it will be for him/her to incorporate new skills in reading and writing in the 

classroom. Plan to spend 10 to 20 minutes daily – the rewards are priceless.

Dismissal Changes

If you know in advance, please send in a note with your child. For any last minute dismissal 

changes, please phone the school office.

Homework

Homework will require some parental involvement at this level. Your cooperation is essential in 

developing a positive homework habit. Each day of the week from Monday to Thursday, your 

child will have some type of homework. We will have a math page each night to reinforce 

the concepts taught, as well as we encourage everyone to read nightly.  Students will be able 

to check out books from the library and as the year progresses, the children will be borrowing 

books from me to read each night.

First and foremost, you can encourage your child by showing interest and demonstrating 

helpful attitudes toward homework.

Some additional suggestions for homework:

• Establish a regular "homework time" in the home and have a special place free from 

excessive noise and distractions.

• Help your child organize adequate time to complete activities neatly and carefully.

• Encourage your child to ask for help when he/she doesn't understand something or is 

frustrated. Teachers, like parents, can help only if they know there is a need.

• Decide if it becomes too frustrating of a task to stop and take a break. Any work done 

under duress or frustration is not a positive or healthy learning experience. Let me know if 

there are any issues.

Take Home Folder

Everyday your child will bring home his/her Green Take Home Folder. Please try to check this 

each day. It may contain important announcements, homework assignments, or completed 

work. It is very important that your child brings this back to school each day. This will help to 

create a routine and continue the communication between home and school. You may also 

use this as a way to communicate with me. For instance, if your child is doing something 

different from their normal schedule (being picked up from school, leaving early for an 

appointment, etc) please send me a note to let me know the change of plans.

Lunch & Snack

Our lunchtime will be at 11:40am each day.  We will be having an afternoon snack time 

around1:45pm.  Please send in a nutritional snack for your child every day. Due to student 

allergies, please refer to the informational snack letter from Dr. Olson and Ms. Foster sent home 

with students this week.  Students will only be able to have snacks from this list.


