
How can parents help children improve their 

reading comprehension? 

 

Walt Disney once said, “There is more treasure in books than in all 

the pirate’s loot on Treasure Island.” 

Reading books with your child is so important in helping to improve 

his or her fluency and comprehension.  As you listen to your child read aloud, you may find it 

helpful to use the following discussion prompts. 

 

1. “Start at the beginning and tell me what happened in the story.”  Encourage students 

to use characters’ names, not pronouns, as well as precise language from the story. 

2. “What did this story make you think of?” 

3. For informational text, have students look at the chart, time-line or other features to 

answer questions like:  “Use the chart and tell me what animals make their homes in 

water” or “How is the rabbit’s home different from the squirrel’s home?” 

4. “What do you think is the most important thing you learned in the story?  Tell me why 

you think it was important.”   

After reading a few sentences, paragraphs or pages, have the students tell you what they think 

might happen in the rest of the story. 

More discussion prompts to use with your child: 

5. Prior to reading a non-fiction book, ask: “Using the title and table of contents, what 

are 3 questions you think may be answered as you read this book?” 

6. “What do you think the author is trying to tell you in the story?  What is your 

evidence?” 

7. After reading a few paragraphs, have the child tell you what he/she knows about the 

key characters. 

8. After reading a few paragraphs, ask your child to ask 3 questions he/she has about 

the first part of the story. 

Have your child write a summary of what happened in the story, using transition words (i.e. 

first, next, after that). 

 


